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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AGAINST THE BACKGROUND
OF JOHN RAWLS’S THEORY OF JUSTICE

There is no doubt that the protection of intellectual property has become one of the
pillars of the international trading system. Taking into account the normative dimension
it should be noted that the existing and drafted legislation governing intellectual property
assigns a premier role to the function of achieving economic benefits from the disposition
and the use of intellectual property. Hence, the general standards of intellectual property
law reflect the intention of protecting mainly the interests of entities from industrialized
countries. Consequently, intellectual property and the shape of its protection have impor-
tant repercussions in the sphere of social relations.

According to the Author, the existing theories, particularly the theory of John Rawls,
do not answer the questions whether and what kind of intellectual property rights can be
considered fair. They also do not fully reflect diverse, often contradictory, values justify-
ing the existence of intellectual property. It is advisable, therefore, to develop a universal
theory of justice that would take into account the specificities of the intangible nature of
intellectual property, in particular intellectual property distributed in the form of digital
recording.



