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About the Fiction oF the overAll Knowledge 
oF lAw And the hope For the SociAl Knowledge 

oF legAl principleS

Starting	considerations	 from	the	counterfactual	assumption	of	overall	knowledge	of	
law	and	combining	it	with	the	results	of	the	achievements	of	the	sociology	of	law	in	the	
field	of	legal	awareness,	both	of	a	social	group	and	individuals,	the	question	about	what	
in	 fact	constitutes	a	 legal	awareness	can	be	posed.	Accepting	the	opinions	presented	 in	
the	literature	that	legal	awareness	is	on	the	one	hand	the	overall	knowledge	of	law	and	
on	the	other	hand	the	evaluation	of	law	and	demands	to	change	it,	once	again	a	question	
can	be	raised	of	what	should	be	a	part	of	such	general	understanding	of	law.	In	the	case	
of	non-professional	actors	 (ordinary	people)	 it	 is	shaped	significantly	by	the	experience	
concerning	the	law	application	(understood	both	broadly	and	narrowly),	as	well	as	the	life	
of	a	specific	legal	and	political	organization	(state).	In	response	to	these	assumptions,	the	
Author	presents	the	opinion	that	a	key	element	of	the	overall	knowledge	of	law,	which	is	
the	part	of	a	legal	awareness,	is	the	knowledge	of	legal	principles,	particularly	the	princi-
ples	of	constitutional	law.


