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Ewa Przeszło

Public Procurement, Social aSPectS 
and the Social market economy

Public	procurement	allows	to	define	and	identify	targets	of	public	spending,	as	well	
as	to	determine	the	way	of	spending	by	using	certain	procedures.	The	determination	and	
identification	of	 targets	 is	part	of	economic	policy,	which	should	aim	 to	correlate	 social	
needs	with	the	possibilities,	conditions	and	directions	of	economic	development.	The	con-
cern	for	the	society’s	needs	is	in	the	interest	of	the	state,	and	so	it	is	an	element	of	public	
interest.	Public	procurement	is	an	expression	of	the	realization	of	this	interest	which	at	the	
same	time	reflects	social	needs.	The	allocation	of	public	funds	should	be	in	line	with	cer-
tain	legal	rules,	meet	the	requirements	of	transparency,	be	subject	to	inspection	including	
social	control.	The	social	aspects	of	public	procurement	are	clearly	marked.	They	are	indi-
cated	by	legal	provisions	both	within	the	system	of	the	European	Union	and	national	law.	
The	principle	of	the	social	market	economy	indicates	that	the	state	through	its	authorities	
should	shape	economy	by	adopting	and	applying	law	which	allows	to	achieve	a	state	of	
compliance	between	the	free,	mostly	private	and	consequently	market	economy	and	social	
needs,	thereby	ensuring	the	appropriate	conditions	for	the	social	dialogue	and	the	coop-
eration	of	social	partners.	This	aim	is	facilitated	by	the	institution	of	public	procurement.


