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partyjność wprowadziła do parlamentu, a powstały wówczas „zawieszony parla-
ment” wygenerował konieczność zawiązania kolacji gabinetowej, która stanowi 
– jak można sądzić – definitywnie pożegnanie z dawną dwupartyjnością made in 
England. 
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ChangeS in the BritiSh Party SyStem

The article presents the changes occurring in the British party system since the end of 
World War II. It must be assumed that although conventionally the British party system is 
called a two-party system, it is constantly evolving and the phase of a genuine two-party 
system was a relatively short episode. It can be concluded that the party system in the UK 
over the past few years has changed significantly and it has never been, for a long time, 
the constans system.

Throughout the postwar period, we can point out moments, which to some extent stig-
matized the appearance of the British party scene. Until the 70s it was de facto true two-
party system, where any third parties had practical significance also at the level of electoral 
competition. The decade of the 70s, analogically to whole Western Europe, was the decade 
of the frostbite of party systems, when the third parties appeared, fighting for electoral 
success. This did not change the basic tandem in the party system but suggested that - in 
the foreseeable term - some changes may take place. The 80s and 90s can be described 
as the undisputed dominance of the Conservatives, which was so strong that the party 
system could be called “pre-dominant”. At the same time, at least in the arena of electoral 
competition the  „movement” begins and the system starts to oscillate in the direction of 
a three-party system. Of course, the deformation effect of the electoral system for a long 
time blocked the three-party system by not transferring it to the level of parliamentary-
cabinet competition. From this point of view, the elections in 2005 were definitely a break-
through, which openly challenged the traditional British two-party system. The elections 
of 6 May 2010 were the next turning point, which introduced the three-party system to the 
parliament and formed the „hung parliament”, which generated the need for a cabinet 
coalition and can be perceived as a definite good-bye to the old British two-party system.
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