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francuskiego prawa odszkodowawczego, w którym dominuje odpowiedzialność 
obiektywna58. Objęcie swoim zakresem zastosowania szerokiej gamy urządzeń 
pływających, także takich, których kwalifikacja do kategorii statków jest proble-
matyczna (skuter wodny, deska windsurfingowa, ponton), nadaje francuskiemu 
reżimowi prawnemu określającemu zderzenia statków wymiar niemal uniwer-
salny. 
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The article presents the regulation of the liability for damage caused by the collision 
of vessels under French law. The Author discusses basic principles characterizing the in-
stitution of a collision of ships from the perspective of civil law. The analysis of normative 
legal texts is supported by the extensive overview of the case law of the French courts 
of appeal and the Court of Cassation and the views of the French doctrine of maritime 
law. French national law has adopted the provisions of the Brussels Convention of 1910, 
which codified certain rules concerning collisions. However, it has widened the scope of 
the application of the legal regime concerning the collision of ships to all categories of 
floating devices, including those which  qualification for the category of vessels remains 
problematic in the light of maritime law. The adoption of the principle of guilt as a basis to 
determine the liability for the collision of vessels is an exception in French compensation 
law, in which objective responsibility is dominating.

58   Zob. D. Le Prado, Abordage et droit commun…, s. 991.


